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MINERALS MANAGEMENT SERVICE PROVIDES OPPORTUNITIES FOR
COLLEGE STUDENTS TO “GET THEIR FEET WET”

The U.S. Minerals Management Service is providing college students from
different backgrounds and fields of interest experience working for the federal
government. Northwestern University student and Miami native Rosa Mae Neel is one of
four interns with MMS in Camarillo, Calif. this summer. 

The U.S. Department of the Interior Diversity Internship Program provides
professional experience for ethnically diverse students in related fields that will enable
them to make informed career choices. The program aims at merging academic studies
with hands-on application in the DOI’s agencies. The internship program works with
agencies such as the Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities to connect with
applicants. 

HACU, which put Neel in contact with MMS, is a national association dedicated
to promoting the development of member colleges and universities, and improving access
to and the quality of post-secondary educational opportunities for Hispanic students.
HACU also endeavors to meet the needs of business, industry and government through
the development and sharing of resources, information and expertise.

During the ten-week internship, Neel will work in the public affairs division of
MMS, writing and editing press releases, coordinating media and outreach events, and
developing and maintaing an effective working relationship with public interest groups. 

“Working for the MMS will build great experience for my career and will give me
a glimpse into an important government agency,” says Neel, who will be a junior in the
Medill School of Journalism at NU. “It’s also my first time in California and I want to
take advantage of all the great places around me.”

Neel graduated from Miami Sunset Senior High School, where she was president
of the speech and debate team and the Spanish Honor Society. She received a writing
award from the National Council of Teachers of English and several awards for oratory
competitions. At NU, Neel has reported for The Daily Northwestern and is an active
member of the Delta Gamma sorority. 

MMS is the federal agency in the U.S. Department of the Interior that manages
the nation’s oil, natural gas and other mineral resources on the outer continental shelf in
federal offshore waters. The agency also collects, accounts for and disburses mineral
revenues from federal and Indian leases. These revenues totaled nearly $10 billion in
2001 and more than $120 billion since the agency was created in 1982. Annually, nearly



$1 billion from those revenues go into the Land and Water Conservation Fund for the
acquisition and development of state and federal park and recreation lands.

“The MMS staff is very happy to welcome Rosa, who brings with her great
enthusiasm and talent,” said Dr. Lisle Reed, Pacific OCS Regional Director. “We hope
her time here provides her with valuable experience about MMS and our federal
government.”
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